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days, as a much battered bas-relief on the rock face by
the main gate testifies: but the ramparts which Nature has
given it were always sufficient protection ; and, except at
the two entrance gateways, no further defences were
required. It is now but a group of mean hovels, no more
than a rather large village; but it ranks in the Sapna
valley as the metropolis of the country-side.
Amadia is the only seat of Ottoman Government in the
neighbourhood; and for this reason it was in its vicinity
that a " Station " of the Archbishop's, Assyrian Mission
was established when it was desirable to find some centre
reasonably accessible for the mountaineers of Tyari and
Tkhuma. This establishment caused a most natural flutter-
ing of the dovecotes in that respectable and old-fashioned
neighbourhood. That the Kurds should feel eminently
disgusted was only to be expected. Good respectable
brigands as they were, and had been for generations, and
having a vested interest in the perpetuation of conditions
that made their ancient trade profitable; what dse could
they be expected to fefel, at the adj^it of a Frank who was
not only unraidable persoaall^^it whose mere presence
made it appreciably more drf&eurt to raid others ? Formerly
if there had ever been questions about the appropriation of
sheep (which did not happen often), it was always easy to
persuade the kaimak&m to do nothing, and report nothing*
An Englishman, however, was in touch with his Consul,
(accursed institution), and that Consul with the Vdi; and
Valis have a way of not sympathizing with a Kurdish gentle-
man's necessities, unless you purchase that sympathy rather
expensively.
Furthermore, there was the Roman Catholic bishop of
the district; and he also objected (and again most naturally
and rightly from his point of view) to the coming of an
institution that might put backbone into the " heretical"
church which he was in process of annexing gradually to
the one true fold. We must own that his lordship's methods
of going to work in the matter were perhaps a little crude;
but the fact is, that it is the grossest injustice to judge the
modern East by a twentieth-century standard. If you